
Construction of Race and Ethnicity in
the United States

The enactment of the 13th amendment in
1865 legally banned slavery throughout the

United States.

December 6, 1865
Ratified Thirteenth Amendment

This shows a clear division among
ethnicities, most specifically between
Caucasians and African Americans.

This U.S. Supreme Court case decision legally
upheld the segregation of blacks and whites under

the "seperate but equal doctrine". This doctrine
originally came into play by an African-American

train passenger, Homer Plessy, refusing to sit in a
Jim Crow car thus breaking a Louisiana Law.

T

May 18, 1896
Plessy V. Ferguson Decison

his demonstrates the laws continued recognition of
different ethnicities and the correlating privileges.

People who were of Mexican ancestry were
considered white in the United States according

to the 1929 census.

April 1,1929
Mexicans in the Census 

This is a demonstration of a lack of recognition
of cultural differences.

People who were of Mexican ancestry were
considered "non-white" in the United States

according to the 1930 census.

April 1, 1930
Mexicans in the Census

This is a demonstration of how recognition
of race and ethnicity have legally changed

in the past century.

The
Wickersham Report noted that Mexicans
were treated with considerable prejudice

by the U.S. Justice System.

May 20, 1931 Wickersham Report 

The Scottsboro boys, ten African American boys, are
arrested and accused of assault and rape of two young
Caucasian women on a train. The trial ends with death

sentences for all of the boys.

April 9, 1931
The Scottsboro Boys Trial

This trial highlights injustices for minorities with the
criminal justice system as one alleged victim denies her

rape in a letter to Earl Streetman on January 5, 1932 but
the death sentences are not overturned.

People who were of Mexican ancestry were considered
white again in the United States according to the 1942

census.

April 1, 1942
Mexicans in the Census 

This is a demonstration of how recognition of race and
ethnicity have legally changed in the past century.

The US Supreme Court declared the separate but equal
doctrine, upheld by The Scottsboro Boys Trial,
unconstitutional.

May 17, 1954
Brown vs The Board of Education

This is a huge legal step in regards to equality among
races, despite the fact that this decision did not actually
change the circumstances immediately.
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